The Life and Mission of Jesus Christ on Earth
Lesson Twenty-seven -- John 8:12-59

Summary of Lesson

In this lesson we find Jesus still in Jerusalem, having attended the feast of the
tabernacles. He had been speaking to the Jerusalem crowds gathered there for that occasion,
and they responded in various ways (see John 7:37-52). Jesus continued teaching the Jews,
making the claim that He is the Light of the World, but the Jews asked for more proof in
addition to His own testimony. Jesus then warned them that if they did not believe in Him
they would die in their sins. Finally, Jesus lectured to them concerning "fatherhood" in which
He made three claims for Himself: (1) That He is from God; (2) That He is free of sin; and
(3) That He is eternal. These claims so angered the people that they took up stones to kill
him, but Jesus was able to escape.

John 8:12-59

{12} Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. He who follows Me
shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life." {13} The Pharisees therefore said to Him, "You
bear witness of Yourself; Your witness is not true." {14} Jesus answered and said to them, "Even if |
bear witness of Myself, My witness is true, for | know where | came from and where | am going; but
you do not know where | come from and where | am going. {15} "You judge according to the flesh; I
judge no one. {16} "And yet if | do judge, My judgment is true; for | am not alone, but | am with the
Father who sent Me. {17} "It is also written in your law that the testimony of two men is true. {18} "I
am One who bears witness of Myself, and the Father who sent Me bears witness of Me." {19} Then
they said to Him, "Where is Your Father?" Jesus answered, "You know neither Me nor My Father. If
you had known Me, you would have known My Father also." {20} These words Jesus spoke in the
treasury, as He taught in the temple; and no one laid hands on Him, for His hour had not yet come.
{21} Then Jesus said to them again, "I am going away, and you will seek Me, and will die in your sin.
Where | go you cannot come." {22} So the Jews said, "Will He kill Himself, because He says, 'Where
| go you cannot come'?" {23} And He said to them, "You are from beneath; | am from above. You are
of this world; I am not of this world. {24} "Therefore | said to you that you will die in your sins; for if
you do not believe that | am He, you will die in your sins." {25} Then they said to Him, "Who are
You?" And Jesus said to them, "Just what | have been saying to you from the beginning. {26} "I have
many things to say and to judge concerning you, but He who sent Me is true; and | speak to the world
those things which | heard from Him." {27} They did not understand that He spoke to them of the
Father. {28} Then Jesus said to them, "When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that | am
He, and that | do nothing of Myself; but as My Father taught Me, | speak these things. {29} "And He
who sent Me is with Me. The Father has not left Me alone, for | always do those things that please
Him." {30} As He spoke these words, many believed in Him. {31} Then Jesus said to those Jews who
believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. {32} "And you shall know the
truth, and the truth shall make you free." {33} They answered Him, "We are Abraham's descendants,
and have never been in bondage to anyone. How can you say, "You will be made free'?" {34} Jesus
answered them, "Most assuredly, | say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin. {35} "And a
slave does not abide in the house forever, but a son abides forever. {36} "Therefore if the Son makes
you free, you shall be free indeed. {37} "I know that you are Abraham's descendants, but you seek to
kill Me, because My word has no place in you. {38} "I speak what | have seen with My Father, and
you do what you have seen with your father.” {39} They answered and said to Him, "Abraham is our
father." Jesus said to them, "If you were Abraham's children, you would do the works of Abraham.




{40} "But now you seek to kill Me, a Man who has told you the truth which | heard from God.
Abraham did not do this. {41} "You do the deeds of your father." Then they said to Him, "We were not
born of fornication; we have one Father; God." {42} Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you
would love Me, for | proceeded forth and came from God; nor have | come of Myself, but He sent Me.
{43} "Why do you not understand My speech? Because you are not able to listen to My word. {44}
"You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer
from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he
speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it. {45} "But because
| tell the truth, you do not believe Me. {46} "Which of you convicts Me of sin? And if | tell the truth,
why do you not believe Me? {47} "He who is of God hears God's words; therefore you do not hear,
because you are not of God." {48} Then the Jews answered and said to Him, "Do we not say rightly
that You are a Samaritan and have a demon?" {49} Jesus answered, "I do not have a demon; but |
honor My Father, and you dishonor Me. {50} "And | do not seek My own glory; there is One who
seeks and judges. {51} "Most assuredly, | say to you, if anyone keeps My word he shall never see
death.” {52} Then the Jews said to Him, "Now we know that You have a demon! Abraham is dead,
and the prophets; and You say, 'If anyone keeps My word he shall never taste death.' {53} "Are You
greater than our father Abraham, who is dead? And the prophets are dead. Whom do You make
Yourself out to be?" {54} Jesus answered, "If | honor Myself, My honor is nothing. It is My Father who
honors Me, of whom you say that He is your God. {55} "Yet you have not known Him, but | know Him.
And if | say, 'l do not know Him," | shall be a liar like you; but I do know Him and keep His word. {56}
"Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad." {57} Then the Jews said
to Him, "You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?" {58} Jesus said to them,
"Most assuredly, | say to you, before Abraham was, | AM." {59} Then they took up stones to throw at
Him; but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so
passed by.



Questions on Lesson Twenty-seven
1. Who is the father of all lives?

2. For wht reason did Jesus say the Jews were seeking to kill Him?

3. Why was it necessary for Jesus to hide Himself in the temple?

4. Why did Jesus say His witness was true?

5. When would the Jews realize that the claims of Jesus were true?

6. What of the man who keeps the word of God?

7. What did Jesus say would be the result if the Jews really recognized God as their Father?
8. What makes men free?

9. Why was the judgment of Christ true?

10. Why did the Jews not understand Jesus' speech?

11. What did Jesus say for Himself in relation to Abraham's time?

12. Where was Jesus as He taught the things recorded in this chapter?
13. Who "abides in the house forever"?

14. Of what two things did the Jews accuse Jesus?

15. What is the conditio of true discipleship?

16. Whom did Jesus say was the father of the Jews?

17. After what did the Jews judge?

18. Why did the Jews not hear the words of God?

19. What is the man who commits sin?

20 Whom did the Jews claim for their father?

21. What three claims does Jesus make for Himself in this chapter?



