
Matthew 18:1-35 

 {1} At that time the disciples came to Jesus, 
saying, "Who then is greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven?" {2} Then Jesus called a little child to 
Him, set him in the midst of them, {3} and said, 
"Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are 
converted and become as little children, you will 
by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. {4} 
"Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little 
child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. {5} 
"Whoever receives one little child like this in My 
name receives Me. {6} "But whoever causes one 
of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it 
would be better for him if a millstone were hung 
around his neck, and he were drowned in the 
depth of the sea. {7} "Woe to the world because 
of offenses! For offenses must come, but woe to 
that man by whom the offense comes! {8} "If your 
hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and cast 
it from you. It is better for you to enter into life 
lame or maimed, rather than having two hands or 
two feet, to be cast into the everlasting fire. {9} 
"And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out 
and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter 
into life with one eye, rather than having two 
eyes, to be cast into hell fire. {10} "Take heed 
that you do not despise one of these little ones, 
for I say to you that in heaven their angels always 
see the face of My Father who is in heaven. {11} 
"For the Son of Man has come to save that which 
was lost. {12} "What do you think? If a man has a 
hundred sheep, and one of them goes astray, 
does he not leave the ninety-nine and go to the 
mountains to seek the one that is straying? {13} 
"And if he  should find it, assuredly, I say to you, 
he rejoices more over that sheep than over the  

 

 

ninety-nine that did not go astray. {14} "Even so it 
is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that 
one of these little ones should perish. {15} 
"Moreover if your brother sins against you, go 
and tell him his fault between you and him alone. 
If he hears you, you have gained your brother. 
{16} "But if he will not hear, take with you one or 
two more, that 'by the mouth of two or three 
witnesses every word may be established.' {17} 
"And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the 
church. But if he refuses even to hear the church, 
let him be to you like a heathen and a tax 
collector. {18} "Assuredly, I say to you, whatever 
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven. {19} "Again I say to you that if two of you 
agree on earth concerning anything that they 
ask, it will be done for them by My Father in 
heaven. {20} "For where two or three are 
gathered together in My name, I am there in the 
midst of them." {21} Then Peter came to Him and 
said, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin 
against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven 
times?" {22} Jesus said to him, "I do not say to 
you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times 
seven. {23} "Therefore the kingdom of heaven is 
like a certain king who wanted to settle accounts 
with his servants. {24} "And when he had begun 
to settle accounts, one was brought to him who 
owed him ten thousand talents. {25} "But as he 
was not able to pay, his master commanded that 
he be sold, with his wife and children and all that 
he had, and that payment be made. {26} "The 
servant therefore fell down before him, saying, 
'Master, have patience with me, and I will pay 
you all.' {27} "Then the master  
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Summary of Lesson 

 In our previous lesson, Jesus and His disciples had returned to Capernaum, and, in closing, we found 

Jesus paying the half-shekel tribute money. In this lesson, we find them still in Capernaum where the 

disciples were disputing with one another as to who was greatest, resulting in Jesus teaching them about 

childlikeness and occasions of stumblings. Jesus then taught them about the matter of sin and forgiveness, 

and gave them instructions for discipline in the case of unrepented sin. Jesus instructed Peter concerning the 

necessity of always  being ready and willing to forgive others. 

 



of that servant was moved with compassion, 
released him, and forgave him the debt. {28} "But 
that servant went out and found one of his fellow 
servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and 
he laid hands on him and took him by the throat, 
saying, 'Pay me what you owe!' {29} "So his 
fellow servant fell down at his feet and begged 
him, saying, 'Have patience with me, and I will 
pay you all.' {30} "And he would not, but went 
and threw him into prison till he should pay the 
debt. {31} "So when his fellow servants saw what 
had been done, they were very grieved, and 
came and told their master all that had been 
done. {32} "Then his master, after he had called 
him, said to him, 'You wicked servant! I forgave 
you all that debt because you begged me. {33} 
'Should you not also have had compassion on 
your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?' 
{34} "And his master was angry, and delivered 
him to the torturers until he should pay all that 
was due to him. {35} "So My heavenly Father 
also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, 
does not forgive his brother his trespasses." 

Mark 9:33-50 

 {33} Then He came to Capernaum. And 
when He was in the house He asked them, 
"What was it you disputed among yourselves on 
the road?" {34} But they kept silent, for on the 
road they had disputed among themselves who 
would be the greatest. {35} And He sat down, 
called the twelve, and said to them, "If anyone 
desires to be first, he shall be last of all and 
servant of all." {36} Then He took a little child and 
set him in the midst of them. And when He had 
taken him in His arms, He said to them, {37} 
"Whoever receives one of these little children in 
My name receives Me; and whoever receives 
Me, receives not Me but Him who sent Me." {38} 
Now John answered Him, saying, "Teacher, we 
saw someone who does not follow us casting out 
demons in Your name, and we forbade him 
because he does not follow us." {39} But Jesus 
said, "Do not forbid him, for no one who works a 
miracle in My name can soon afterward speak 
evil of Me. {40} "For he who is not against us is 
on our side. {41} "For whoever gives you a cup of 
water to drink in My name, because you belong 
to Christ, assuredly, I  

 

say to you, he will by no means lose his reward. 
{42} "But whoever causes one of these little ones 
who believe in Me to stumble, it would be better 
for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, 
and he were thrown into the sea. {43} "If your 
hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for 
you to enter into life maimed, rather than having 
two hands, to go to hell, into the fire that shall 
never be quenched; {44} "where 'Their worm 
does not die, And the fire is not quenched.' {45} 
"And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is 
better for you to enter life lame, rather than 
having two feet, to be cast into hell, into the fire 
that shall never be quenched; {46} "where 'Their 
worm does not die, And the fire is not quenched.' 
{47} "And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it 
out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of 
God with one eye, rather than having two eyes, 
to be cast into hell fire; {48} "where 'Their worm 
does not die, And the fire is not quenched.' {49} 
"For everyone will be seasoned with fire, and 
every sacrifice will be seasoned with salt. {50} 
"Salt is good, but if the salt loses its flavor, how 
will you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and 
have peace with one another." 

Luke 9:46-50 

 {46} Then a dispute arose among them as to 
which of them would be greatest. {47} And Jesus, 
perceiving the thought of their heart, took a little 
child and set him by Him, {48} and said to them, 
"Whoever receives this little child in My name 
receives Me; and whoever receives Me receives 
Him who sent Me. For he who is least among you 
all will be great." {49} Now John answered and 
said, "Master, we saw someone casting out 
demons in Your name, and we forbade him 
because he does not follow with us." {50} But 
Jesus said to him, "Do not forbid him, for he who 
is not against us is on our side." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Questions on Lesson Twenty-five 

  

   1.  What does "offend" mean as used in this lesson? 

  2. What did the forgiven servant do to his fellow-servant who could not pay his debt? 

  3. Who told Jesus about seeing a man casting out devils in the name of Jesus? 

  4. How many times did Jesus say we must forgive? What does this mean? 

  5. What was the cause of dispute between the disciples after they came into Capernaum? 

  6. What did the king first intend to do to the servant because he could not pay his debt? 

  7.  What two things are necessary unto entering the kingdom of heaven? 

  8. What is a Christians to do if a brother trespasses against him? 

  9. What is a primary condition of our receiving forgiveness from God? 

10. What is the condition of Jesus being in the midst of His disciples? 

11. Why did the Son of man come? 

12. Who is greatest in the kingdom of heaven? 

13. How much did the forgiven servant's fellow servant owe him? 

14. What must be done before I tell the church of a brother's trespass against me? 

15. How much money did the servant owe the king in the parable of forgiveness? 

16. Who shall be last of all in the kingdom? 

17. What is the better fate for one who causes others to offend? 

18. What is not the will of the Father? 

19. To what limits is a man to go to enter heaven? 

20. Who asked Jesus the question about forgiveness? 


