tion to the New Testament, nor do we teach some-
thing less than the New Testament. We believe the
Bible to be the inspired and infallible word of God
and the New Testament to be our authority in all
matters of faith, worship and practice.
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Other Articles You May Request
What Makes The Bible So Special?

Why Is It Important To Read The Bible?
How Can You Believe a Bible That Is Full Of
Contradictions?

Why Do we Need To Interpret The Bible?
Does God Really Exist?

Was Jesus Christ A Liar, Lunatic or The Lord?
Did Jesus Really Rise From The Dead?
Should We Obey The Ten Commandments?
What Must I Do To Be Saved?

What Does It Mean To Be Born Again?

Is Baptism By Sprinkling, Pouring, or Immersion?
But What About The Thief On The Cross?

Is Baptism A Human Work?

At What Point Does The Blood Of Christ Save Us?
Can A Person Really Know That He Is Saved?
Is It Possible To Be Saved And Not Be A Member
When Did The Church Begin?

All of these articles and many more are on

our website: www.portlandchristians.org

Sunday Services
Bible Classes for all ages: 9:00 AM
Worship 10:00 AM
Eve. Worship: 5:00 PM
Wednesday
Bible Classes for all ages: 7:00 PM

Location

Between Glisan and Burnside

On NE 160th Ave.

160 Ave. Church of Christ
130 NE 160th Ave.
Portland, OR 97230

Phone: (503) 255-8615

Website:
www.portlandchristians.net

Email:
questions@portlandchristians.net
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Is The

Church Of Christ
A Denomination?

“But his delight is in
the law of the LORD;
and on His law doth
he meditate
day and night”

Psalms 1:2
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Is The Church Of Christ

A Denomination?

Denominationalism is so prevalent
that people usually find it hard to understand
how there could be a church that is not a de-
nomination. Therefore, they see the church of
Christ in a context of numerous “churches”
and they assume that it is simply another one
among the many. This concept of modern
denominationalism is foreign to the Bible.

A denomination is by definition a
part of the whole, hence a party among par-
ties. The theory of denominationalism is that
one may be a Christian and a member of the
universal and “invisible” church, but by
choice may be also a member of a particular
segment (party) of “Christianity.” That seg-
ment or party will have certain features which
distinguishes it from other “Christian” seg-
ments or parties. These distinguishing fea-
tures are what denominate that segment or
party, making it a denomination. By its na-
ture, therefore, a denomination is not the
church of the Bible. The true church is “one
body” (Eph. 4:4), not a division of the body.
That division is sinful is clearly seen by Paul’s
statement to the church in Corinth, “Now I
exhort you, brethren, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree, and
there be no divisions among you, but you be
made complete in the same mind and in the
same judgment” (1 Cor 1:10 NAS).

The New Testament does not teach
or approve of denominational Christianity.
The Bible gives no sanction to the use of the
word church in the denominational sense.

The concept of a plurality of churches with many
divergent doctrines, all of which are equally ap-
proved of God, is contrary to the Bible. Jesus spoke
against division, sectarianism and traditions which
make void the word of God (Matt. 12:25; 15:1-9;
Mark 7:1-13). Jesus prayed for unity based upon
God’s word (Jno. 17:20-21). The thousands of de-
nominations today are a tragic response to His fer-
vent prayer and a shameful rejection of His dying
appeal.

Is the church of Christ a denomination?

Ask yourself the following questions:

Were the apostles members of a denomina-
tion? No, the apostles and all New Testa-
ment Christians were members of the same
church because there were no denomina-
tions in New Testament times. No protes-
tant denomination can trace its history
back any further than the days of Martin
Luther in 1517. There was no official
pope until 607 A.D. when Boniface III
assumed the title universal bishop, or pope.
Therefore, protestant denominations and
Catholic churches did not exist in the apos-
tolic age.

Was the church Jesus established a denomi-
nation? No, because all denominations
were established by some human being
long after Jesus died to establish His
church. There were no segments or parties
in New Testament times. The New Testa-
ment Christians all belonged to the church
of the Lord and were united in their faith,
worship and practice.

Is it possible to be a Christian today without
belonging to any denomination? If peo-
ple were Christians in New Testament
times without being in a denomination and

if people can become Christians to-
day, surely membership in a denomi-
nation is not essential. But does this
mean that one can be saved without
being in any church? No, member-
ship in a denomination and member-
ship in the Lord’s church are two
different things. Christ is the savior
of the body (Eph. 5:23), which is the
church (Eph. 1:22), and all recon-
ciliation is in that one body (Eph.
2:16). From Pentecost, no person in
the Bible ever was saved outside of
Christ’s church, and in the Bible no
saved person was ever added by the
Lord to any denomination.

Is it possible today to be a member of
the church Jesus established? Yes,
every saved person is added by the
Lord to the church (Acts 2:47). The
Lord’s undenominational church
exists today wherever there are peo-
ple who are living, serving, and wor-
shipping according to New Testa-
ment teaching.

When the pure seed of God’s king-
dom (Luke 8:11) is sown in honest and good
hearts anywhere in any century, it produces
the same faith and church it did in the first
century: the church of the Lord, the people of
God who have been called out of the world
and saved from sin by obedience to His gos-
pel. They are in the body of baptized believ-
ers over which Jesus reigns as head, in which
the Holy Spirit dwells, and that organism or
body is not a denomination.

The church at 160" Ave. is identical
to a church of Christ in New Testament times
because we do not teach something in addi-




