9; 1 Peter 1:3). There is "no condemnation
to them that are in Christ Jesus," their sins
have been washed away and their guilt lifted
from their hearts. They have peace of mind
(Romans 8:1). Being a Christian also meets
all our needs today (Philippians 4:19). A
child in God's family enjoys supreme secu-
rity and supreme motivation. With sincere
gratitude for mercies received, unwavering
trust in His promises as the special objects
of His special care and providence, con-
sciousness of the indwelling Spirit as a child
in God's family, the Christian enjoys life's
most honored position and greatest opportu-
nity. Being a Christian also meets our spiri-
tual needs of tomorrow: because we have
an appointment to keep with God some day,
being a Christian is the best and only possi-
ble preparation for that day. We must all die
and be judged (Acts 17:30-31; Romans
12:10-12; Hebrews 9:27). Being a Christian
places one in position to be ready for the
Day of Judgment, at the second coming of
Christ.

These are but a few of the reasons
for being a faithful child of God. If you are
not a Christian we encourage you to be-
come one in God's way. The 160th Ave.
church teaches the complete word of God.
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Other Articles You May Request

Was Jesus Christ A Liar, Lunatic or The Lord?
Did Jesus Really Rise From The Dead?
Should We Obey The Ten Commandments?
What Must I Do To Be Saved?

All of these articles and many more are on

our website: www.portlandchristians.org

Sunday Services
Bible Classes for all ages: 9:00 AM
Worship 10:00 AM
Eve. Worship: 5:00 PM
Wednesday
Bible Classes for all ages: 7:00 PM

Location

Between Glisan and Burnside

on NE 160th Ave.

160 Ave. Church of Christ
130 NE 160th Ave.
Portland, OR 97230

Phone: (503) 255-8615

Website:
www.portlandchristians.net

Email:
questions@portlandchristians.net
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Why Be A
Christian?

“But his delight is in
the law of the LORD;
and on His law doth
he meditate
day and night”

Psalms 1:2
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Why Be A Christian?

When Paul made his defense
before King Agrippa, he tried to persuade
the king to become a Christian. "Then
Agrippa said to Paul, Do you think that in
such a short time you can persuade me to
be a Christian? Paul replied, | would to
God, that whether with little or with much,
not you only, but also all that hear me this
day, might become such as | am, except
these bonds” (Acts 26:28-29).

There are really many good rea-
sons for being a Christian. Rational peo-
ple seek for reasons when challenged to
do something and for this reason we are
happy to present a number of excellent
reasons given in the Scriptures for being
a Christian.

Reason number one would be to
please God who made us for His purpose
and sent His Son to redeem us from sin
and its consequences. God loves us and
wants us to be saved. Peter wrote, "The
Lord is not slow about His promise, as
some count slowness, but is patient to-
ward you, not wishing for any to perish
but for all to come to repentance” (2 Peter
3:9). Being a Christian is the greatest
honor and advantage ever bestowed
upon any creature (I John 3:1). The
Psalmist asks this question and answered
it: "What is man, that Thou dost take
thought of him? And the son of man, that
Thou dost care for him? Yet Thou hast
made him a little lower than God, and
dost crown him with glory and maj-
esty” (Psa, 8:4-5). Solomon also ex-
pressed this truth when he said, "The
conclusion, when all has been heard, {is:}

fear God and keep His commandments, be-
cause this {applies to} every person. For God
will bring every act to judgment, everything
which is hidden, whether it is good or
evil” (Ecclesiates 12:13-14). Because God
made us for His purpose and loved us enough
to send His Son to die to redeem us from all
iniquity, He teaches and persuades us, through
the constraining power of the cross and the
transforming power of His word, to become
Christians (Acts 26:28; 2 Corinthians 5:11).

Reason number two is that Christ
makes us better persons. "O To Be Like Thee"
is an excellent hymn that expresses the desire
and goal of every Christian concerning Chris-
tian development. To be a Christian is to follow
Christ in doing the Father's will. This includes
becoming like Him in mind and life. Christianity
has no equal in this respect: it makes us better
persons because it furnishes the best incen-
tives, inducements and motives to draw us up-
ward to higher ground and shape us for eternal
glory. Paul wrote: "For the love of Christ con-
straineth us; because we thus judge, that if one
died for all, then were all dead: And that he
died for all, that they which live should not
henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him
who died for them, and rose again” (2 Corin-
thians 5:14-15). Read the Sermon on the
Mount in Matthew Chapters 5-7 and you will
see that the teaching of Jesus contains the
truest scale of values and the finest ideals in
the world. When understood, believed and fer-
vently practiced, Christianity makes the best
husband, father, wife, neighbor and citizen be-
cause it produces faith, virtue, kindness, knowl-
edge, self-control, patience, godliness and love
(Peter 1:5-8).

Reason number three is that it brings
more joy, happiness and true pleasure than a
life of sin. The truth is that it pays to serve Je-

sus, "it pays every step of the way." This
line from a Christian hymn echoes the
truth Peter expressed: "For, Let him who
means to love life and see good days re-
frain his tongue from evil and his lips from
speaking guile. And let him turn away
from evil and do good; let him seek peace
and pursue it. For the eyes of the Lord are
upon the righteous, and His ears attend to
their prayer, but the face of the Lord is
against those who do evil” (1 Peter 3:10-
12). Don't listen to Satan when he whis-
pers in your ear that one must give up all
pleasure to be a Christian. One never
gives up lasting joy or any pleasure that is
good for the life or soul to follow Christ.
Sin enslaves, scars, stains, separates,
destroys and damns. Its temporary pleas-
ures, therefore, are to be avoided by wise
people. The best life is a clean, pure,
Christian life. Unrighteousness produces
misery and sorrow now and eternally. Be-
ing a Christian is not only best for the indi-
vidual Christian, but for his family,
neighbors and the world. This, in turn,
makes it possible to enjoy the happiness
and pleasure of a better life, home and
neighborhood and world.

Reason number four is that it
meets all our spiritual needs: yesterday,
today and forever. The love God ex-
pressed through Christ meets our needs
produced by the sin we committed yester-
day. Forgiveness of sin is the supreme
human need. The peace and joy of this
liberation is made possible through obedi-
ent faith in the blood Jesus shed on the
cross for our sins, a faith inspired by the
resurrection of Christ from the dead,
which expresses itself in repentance and
baptism for the remission of sins as Jesus
commands (Mark 16:15-16; Romans 6:3-




