Other Articles You May Request
‘What Makes The Bible So Special?

Why Is It Important To Read The Bible?
Should We Obey The Ten Commandments?
What Must I Do To Be Saved?

What Does It Mean To Be Born Again?

Is Baptism By Sprinkling, Pouring, or Immersion?
But What About The Thief On The Cross?

Is Baptism A Human Work?

At What Point Does The Blood Of Christ Save Us?
Can A Person Really Know That He Is Saved?
Is It Possible To Be Saved And Not Be A Member
Of The Church?

Why Be A Christian?

Will All People Eventually Be Saved?
When Did The Church Begin?

What Is The Plea Of The Churches of Christ?
Is The Church of Christ A Denomination?

Do Denominations Do Any Harm?

What Makes The Church of Christ Different?
How Does One Enter The Church?

Must One Be Either Catholic, Protestant,
or Jewish?

All of these articles and many more are on

our website: www.portlandchristians.org

Sunday Services
Bible Classes for all ages: 9:00 AM
Worship 10:00 AM
Eve. Worship: 5:00 PM
Wednesday
Bible Classes for all ages: 7:00 PM

Location

Between Glisan and Burnside

on NE 160th Ave.

160 Ave. Church of Christ
130 NE 160th Ave.
Portland, OR 97230

Phone: (503) 255-8615

Website:
www.portlandchristians.net

Email:
questions@portlandchristians.net

OO0
How Can You
Believe a Bible That

is Full of
Contradictions?

“But his delight is in
the law of the LORD;
and on His law doth
he meditate
day and night”

Psalms 1:2
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Ever since the Bible was written
there have been infidels and atheists who
have attempted to disprove its histories,
impugn its motives, and misrepresent its
morals. Skeptics and unbelievers often
make the following argument against the
Bible:

“The Bible is filled with errors,
obvious myths and self-contradictions.
This proves that it is not a book written by
divine guidance, but by fallible men.
Therefore, the Bible must simply be
viewed as an ancient book which, al-
though containing wise sayings and valu-
able illustrations of certain moral princi-
ples, should not be exalted to the status of
a divine production."

Those who believe the Bible to be
the inspired word of God formulate an
argument such as: "If the Bible contains
characteristics that are totally beyond the
capabilities of human beings, then the
Bible was authored by a Being far supe-
rior to man (i.e. God)."

The characteristics within the Bi-
ble that are presented as those which are
totally beyond the capabilities of human
beings are: prophecies made and fulfilled,
scientific foreknowledge, its amazing
unity and others. Since the Bible does
contain characteristics that are totally be-
yond the capabilities of human beings,
then a Being who is far superior to man -

that is God authored the Bible.

We have two diametrically opposite
positions. Either the Bible contains prophecies,
scientific foreknowledge and unity, or it con-
tains inaccuracies, inconsistencies and contra-
dictions. If the Bible is not inspired, then the
evidence (prophecies, etc.) that is used in an
attempt to prove it inspired is incorrect. On the
other hand, if the Bible is inspired, then the
evidence (contradictions, etc.) that is used in an
attempt to prove it uninspired is erroneous.

It must be stressed that when a possible
explanation is given to a Bible difficulty, it is
unreasonable to state that the passage contains
a demonstrable error. Some difficulties in
Scripture result from our inadequate knowl-
edge about the circumstances, and do not nec-
essarily involve an error. These only prove
that we are ignorant of the background.

As historical and archaeological study
proceed, new light is being shed on difficult
portions of Scripture and many so-called
"errors" have disappeared with the new under-
standing. We need a wait-and-see attitude on
some problems.

While all Bible difficulties have not yet

been cleared up, it is our conviction that as
more knowledge is gained of the Bible's past,
these problems will fade away also. The Bible
has been verified enough that we have every

reason to believe even those things not yet
verified.

The Biblical conception of God is
an all-knowing, all-powerful Being who
does not contradict Himself, and so we
feel that His Word, when properly under-
stood, will not contradict itself either.

To charge that contradictions
really exist in the Bible implies a number
of other propositions one must accept:
(1) God is a liar, (2) God has not revealed
Himself, (3) the Bible's claim of inspira-
tion is false, (4) truth is not as powerful as
contradictions and lies, and (5) man does
not have the answers that have agitated
human minds since the dawn of creation -
Who am 1? From where did I come?
What should I do while here on earth?
Where am | going when I die?

To investigate this subject more
check out Lesson 9 in the series
“Introduction to the Bible” on our web
site at www.portlandchristians.org.

As Christians we believe and
teach that the Bible is the inspired Word
of Almighty God. You are cordially in-
vited to attend our services where the
Word of God is presented rather than the
wisdom men.




