Scriptures Inspired Of God” found in
the series “An Introduction To The Bi-
ble” at our website.

The Christians meeting at 160"
Ave. not only believe the Bible to be the
divine Word of God, we preach and
teach it without addition, subtraction or
substitution. God’s Word alone guides
our faith and practice. We cordially in-
vite you to our services to investigate
New Testament Christianity in practice.
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Other Articles You May Request
Why Is It Important To Read The Bible?
How Can You Believe a Bible That Is Full Of
Contradictions?
Why Do we Need To Interpret The Bible?
Does God Really Exist?

Was Jesus Christ A Liar, Lunatic or The Lord?
Did Jesus Really Rise From The Dead?
Should We Obey The Ten Commandments?
What Must I Do To Be Saved?

What Does It Mean To Be Born Again?

Is Baptism By Sprinkling, Pouring, or Immersion?

But What About The Thief On The Cross?

All of these articles and many more are on

our website: www.portlandchristians.org

Sunday Services
Bible Classes for all ages: 9:00 AM
Worship 10:00 AM
Eve. Worship: 5:00 PM
Wednesday
Bible Classes for all ages: 7:00 PM

Location

Between Glisan and Burnside

on NE 160th Ave.

160 Ave. Church of Christ
130 NE 160th Ave.
Portland, OR 97230

Phone: (503) 255-8615

Website:
www.portlandchristians.net

Email:
questions@portlandchristians.net
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What Makes the

Bible So Special?

“But his delight is in the
law of the LORD;
and on His law doth
he meditate
day and night”

Psalms 1:2
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What Makes the Bible So Special?

The Bible is without exception
the most wonderful book in existence!
It is superior to all other literature for
there is no book in the world like it.
Millions of people down through the
ages have read, loved, obeyed its
teachings and have rejoiced in the
promises of this magnificent Book.

That which makes this won-
derful Book so special is its own
claim, while men were used to write
it, the Almighty God of heaven and
earth was its ultimate author. This
claim was not made by Christianity,
but is the claim the Bible makes for
itself. The Apostle Paul wrote, “All
Scripture is inspired by God and
profitable for teaching, for reproof,
for correction, for training in right-
eousness; that the man of God may
be adequate, equipped for every good
work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17 NAS).
The Apostle Peter explains how God
made His will known to the prophets,
“For no prophecy was ever made by
an act of human will, but men moved
by the Holy Spirit spoke from
God” (2 Peter 1:21 NAS). Inspiration
was the method by which revelation
was delivered, and the Holy Spirit did
it through men in the words chosen by
the Spirit (I Corinthians 2:6-13).

In the Old Testament alone there
are over 2,000 times when you will find
expressions like “And God spoke to
Moses,” “The word of the Lord came unto
Jonah,” and “God said.” The Bible
claims to be a record of the words and
deeds of God as He dealt with mankind for
the purpose of providing salvation.

The mere fact that the Bible claims
to be the Word of God does not prove that
it really is from the Living God, for there
are other books that make similar claims.
The difference between the Bible and other
books claiming to be from God is the fact
that the Bible contains indisputable evi-
dence that it is the Word of God.

About forty men engaged in writ-
ing the Bible beginning with Moses, about
1,500 years before Jesus, and closing with
the Apostle John writing the book of Reve-
lation toward the close of the first century
(covering about 1,600 years). These forty
men came from different walks in life in-
cluding shepherds, kings, and fishermen.
These men wrote in different places, such
as the wilderness, prison and exile. Al-
though there are thirty-nine books in the
Old Testament and twenty-seven books in
the New Testament the Bible is one book.
From beginning to end, there is one un-
folding story of God’s plan of salvation
for mankind. This salvation was conceived
before creation, revealed gradually through
the Old Testament and culminated in the

coming of Jesus Christ and His death
on the cross. Jesus said, “You search
the Scriptures, because you think that
in them you have eternal life; and it
is these that bear witness of
Me;” (John 5:39 NAS).

In the words of another, “The
Old Testament is the preparation
(Isaiah 40:3). The Gospels are the
manifestation (John 1:29). The Book
of Acts is the propagation (Acts 1:8).
The Epistles give the explanation
(Colossians 1:27). The Book of Reve-
lation 1s the consummation
(Revelation 1:7).” The Bible is all
about Jesus and the wonderful salva-
tion God has made possible through
Him. There is complete harmony that
cannot be explained by coincidence or
collusion. This unity of the Scriptures
is only one reason among many,
which supports the Bible’s claim to be
the divine Word of God.

Other internal proofs of the
divine inspiration of the Bible include
the following: the Bible’s profound
and rational doctrines; the purity of its
ethics; its historical character; the so-
berness of its teaching; its relevancy to
human needs; and fulfilled prophecy.
In addition to the internal proofs
there are many external proofs. If
you would like to study these more in
detail please read Lesson 4 “Are The




